Project Sentry

For more information on Project Sentry in your area, contact:

Noceeba Southern Gordon
Assistant United States Attorney
Project Sentry Coordinator

United States Attorney’s Office — E.D. of Michigan
211 West Fort Street, Suite 2001
Detroit, Michigan 48226

(313) 226-9100
(313) 226-2311 (fax)

You may also visit the Project Safe Neighborhoods website at: www.psn.gov.

www.projectsafeneighborhoods.com

An Initiative of Project Safe Neighborhoods

under the direction of

Jeffrey G. Collins
United States Attorney

Pamela Thompson
Executive Assistant United States Attorney

Noceeba Southern Gordon
Assistant U.S. Attorney/Project Sentry Coordinator
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Project Sentry

Eastern District of Michigan

Overview

Project Sentry is an initiative of Project Safe Neighborhoods (“PSN”) that is
dedicated to the protection of our youth from gun violence. Its enforcement
component focuses on the prosecution of gun crimes committed at our nation’s
schools; the prosecution of adults who illegally provide guns to juveniles; and the
prosecution and supervision of juveniles who violate firearms laws. Project
Sentry also focuses on protecting our youth from gun crime through strategies
aimed at prevention and deterrence.

Like all PSN initiatives, Project Sentry relies on partnerships — partnerships
between federal, state and local law enforcement, partnerships within the
community, and partnerships between the community and law enforcement. The
Project Sentry Coordinator in each United States Attorney’s Office helps
facilitate these partnerships. In the Eastern District of Michigan our Project
Sentry Coordinator is Noceeba Southern Gordon. Her telephone number is (313)
226-9100.

Objective

One of Project Sentry’s primary objectives is the coordination of efforts through
the district’s seven Operation Weed & Seed sites to educate school students
about the medical, legal, emotional, and societal consequences of gun violence.
Medical doctors, nurses, and technicians; federal, state and local law enforcement
officers; federal and local prosecutors; probation and parole officers; corrections
officers; judges; social service personnel; as well as the students’ peers, are
uniting together with school officials and administrators to instruct students about
the dangers and consequences of gun violence.

Methodology
In our district, Project Sentry combines some of the best practices used

throughout the country to reach and teach the youth on the problems of gun
violence. Such efforts include:

* Fellow peers reaching out to students in classrooms with skits and role
playing;
* Medical professionals instructing students on the immediate and long-

term effects of gun violence — physically and emotionally — as well as
dispelling common myths about gunshot injuries;

* Law enforcement officers, prosecutors, judges, corrections officers, as
well as probation and parole officers, informing students on the harsh
reality that they may confront as a result being involved in gun violence;

* Social service personnel reaching out to students with real life examples
and testimonies of victims of gun violence, as well as insights of those
previously involved in gun violence;

* Community groups and organizations teaching students how to diffuse
conflicts by improving their conflict resolution skills, and;

* Students pledging to stand firm in their commitment to reduce and
refrain from gun violence.

Other Initiatives

Project Sentry also teaches the parents of our youth about gun safety and proper
storage of firearms through our Parents Gun Safety Program. The program is an
extension of our in-school youth program, and is presented to the parents in the
evening. Parents also sign a pledge agreeing to safeguard their children from
firearms and to properly secure them if they have guns in their homes.

Project Sentry also has an after-school program teaching middle school students
life skills through the game of chess, and with reflections on writing.

BUT. ..
Project Sentry needs your commitment and assistance. Volunteer now and lets
all stand together as soldiers on guard duty protecting the lives of our youth
from gun violence. Call 1-800.891.8881 for more information on how to
volunteer.



